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eRERACE 
O F THE | 


F UBLISHER.: 


4 HIS Life of William the 
| Conqueror Writ by Sir 
Walter Raleigh was 
found i in the Library of a Perſon of 


K High Quality. Whejoever hath been 


onverſant in the Works of that ac - 


N ſht Knight, and a little ac- 
ited with his great Genius and 


P | Spirit, and bis manly and unaffected 
ite , will make no doubt; but what 


here 
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The Pre face 
lere is preſenred unto the World was 


his genuine Iſſue. 

For the Comprehen /rve PY Per. 
we thoughts, the lively imagination, 
and the mature and exact Judgment o 
Sir Walter Raleigh, do all mani- 
feſth appear in this ſmall Treatiſe. 

It may be matter of ſome wonder, 
that a Work filled with ſuch a num- 
ber of judicious Reflethions upon the 
Nature of Government in General 
and ſo many Wiſe" Obſer vations rela- 
ting to the particular State of+ ou 

own Country ſhould have been thus 
long condemi d to obſcnrity, had not 
n ill fate attended the learned Com- 
poſitions , as well as the brave 4 
tons of this renowned Gentleman. il | 
But by what unhappy Accident ſoeverl | 
it bath been hit herto confined to Pri | 
949, it vas ; thought: it would be an 


S in ur) 
4 «<< 1 
E 1 * 7 4 
«4 a 


3 


of the Publiſher. 
Fs injury to the publique any longer to 
Fonceal a juſt and true Account of the 
Reign of William the Firſt, wherem | 
> many remarkable matters, and great 
Revolutions happened , and to which 
the Writers of Government and Po- 
icy m our Nation have very frequent 
ecour ſe ; : 85 
Since the Tranſaftions of that 
'tme , unto which they ſo commonly 
tpeal , are here related with that 
Hit /fullneſs, brevity, and clearneſs, 
Vat become an Exact Hiſtorian. 
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he Introduction. 5 


of by the Help of 
God, and your . $a 
ance(Right Noble Earl 
of Salisbury) to write a 
Brief Hiſtory of England, from Wil 


liam J. — the Conqueror, to 
B the 


§i. 


2 The Introduction. 

the End of the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth of perpetual Memory : A I 
Work difficult, as well!for the Anti- 
quity, as the Latelineſs of things If 
done ; the one bereaving our If 
Knowledge of the certain Coun- Ik 
ſels held in the managing of Bu- | 
ſineſſes ſo long paſt; the other not / 
allowing our Underſtanding the it 
inward, and particular Motives of te 
ſuch Actions, as are ſo near us. Vet 
according to myCollections out of 
thoſe antient Remains that are left 
unto the World, and the Confer- Wi 
ences, Acts, and Inſtruments of lat 


ter Times, Iwill deliver the Succef- Tr 


ion, and courſe of our Affairs, in- c 
ſomuch as ſhall be fit for the pub- & 
lick Underſtanding, without paſ- Jv 
ſion, or partiality ; endeavouring f 
to be of no cher ſide; then of 


. DEE IE Truth. „ 


8— LT 


72 


' — ; 


n abe is del per rayAp- 
A a ek 
i- J. $2. 4 And. though I hads De- 
? fire to have deduced chis Hiſtory 
from the Beginniug of our felt 
Kings, as they are delivered in 
Jcheir Catologue; yet finding their 
Actions uncertainly delivered, and 
the Beginoing of alt eminent Statos 
Ito be as uncertain, as the Heads of 
great Rivers, and that idle Antiq 
y, diſcovering tio Apparent Way 
2 beyond their Times, have ever de- 
ighted to point Men out into i- 
ur maginary y Tracts of Fictions, and 
Hnonſtrous Originalls ; 1Idid put off 
ror ire with thisConſideration, 
That this ſpace of five hundiedycars, 


. Iwhich — Government of twenty 
g F Lings, and two Soveraigꝑn Queens, 
ff (vas more chan enough for. my 
'® B 2 Leiſure, 


4 Ne latte 
and Ability; weighing” withal, 

that it is but our Cuno to look 
further back into the Times paſt, 
than we can well diſcerg, and 
wherof we can neither have Prov | 
nor Profit. Beſides, it ſeemeth 
that God in his Providence hath 
bounded our Searches within rhe 
Compaſs of a few Ages, as if the} 
fame were ſufficient; ahh for 


Example, and Inftruion in they” 
Government of Men: For had q* 
ve the particular Occurrents off? 

all Nations, and all Ages, it might N 

more ſtuff, but not better oui | 

Underſtanding. We ſhalf find the 

ſame Correſpondencies to hold in þ 

the Actions of Men; Vertue ) 

and Vices the ſame ;- tough! ri * 

ſing and falling according to the 8 


Worth, or Weakneſs of Gover| 
nors| 


Ie Introduftion. 8 


nors; the Cauſes of the Ruins, and 
Chang es of Commonwealths to 
be * and the Train of 


3| Affairs carried by the Precedent in 
da Coutrle of Succeſſion under like 


x, | Fen- 


| But ye yet for chat this | 
1. — af Affairs eie of De- 
e pendency to the former Times, 


Ait ſhall not be amiſs, briefly to 


repeat the three Mutations in the 
State foregoing this laſt Conqueſt, 
ſince the Time that Letters and 


"I Chriſtianity were here received, 


J which left more certain i 


ledge of Things done, though 


not in that ſort, as we can aſſured» 
ly learn, either the Form of the 


Brittiſu Government under their 
Kings, or by what Rule, they held 
together ; whether their Petty 

By Princes 


„ Me Inrvoduftiths 


Princes (whereof they had many) 
were ſubject to one Monarch, or 
all Sovetaign alike ; whether any 
parties did Caftonize, or were free 
Eſtates, or Common-wealths, as 
peradventute they might be, 2s 
well as the Gaules, with 1 0 | 
they were one in Language, or | 
the Germans, antient Precedents of 
like Liberties. For no doubt, the 
ſame Neceſſity that is the Mother i 
of Society, and Contriver of Mens- 
Defenccs, and Saſeties, finds out 
like Forms of Government, in like 
times, upon like Occaſions: But 
inſomucb, as is delivered in theſe 

uncertain Antiqnities, we find, 
this Iſle was never, or never long 
ſubj ject to one fentire Monarch, 
but dad by divers Kings. 
8 4. And ſo Ceſar found it; and 

: t hereby 


e 
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_ The IneroduBtion. 7 
thereby found the eaſier Means to 
ſubdue it; which was the firſt Diſ- 
ſolution ofthe State, aſter it had re- 
mained under the Government of 


the Brittons (as ſay our Stories) one 


4 thouſand and ſixty years, from 


Brutus to Caſſibalan. And yet the 
State then ſeem'd by this Con- 
queſt, to loſe little, beſides their 
Savage Liberty, being reduced to 
a Civil Subjection; For the Van- 
quiſher ſought not to extirpate the 
Nation, but to maintain and im- 
prove it. And under this Govern- 
ment it remained almoſt five hun- 
dred years, until the Diviſion of 
the Roman Empire in the time of 
Theodoſius ; when it became neg- 
lected, and recovered again the 
State of a Kingdome under Prin- 
ces partly Brittiſh, and partly Ro- 

N mans; 
: | 


8 "The Introduftion. 


mans, which by reaſon of continu 
al Tumult and Mutinies, ſeemed 
never to have held any, calm or 
flouriſhing Government worthy 
the oblerving ; and in the end Vor- 
* Comoall.Bede 1, ligern an Earl of the 
$35 7 X Guiſſes, abuſi ing the 
Weakneſs of Conſtantius ſupplanted 
him, and obtained the K ngdom: 
 whichtheberter to keep againſt 4. 
relius and Pendragon, the Sons of Con- 
ſtantius, and allo to oppoſe againſt 
the Invaſion of the Picts and Scots 
he called in the Saxons to his Aid. 
F5. Who entring this Land 
under the Conduct of Hengijt and 
Horſus, gave the occaſion of the 
ſecond, and indeed the moſt ab- 
ſolute Diſſolution of the State. For vv 
Vor tigern , to. eſtabliſh the King- | 
dome in his own Line, and (as ya 


he 


0 cc. OD 2 Do. mo 


2 
— 


— — 


22 
12 


"he" — 


nuſſhe thought to ſtrengthen him- 
ed} ſelf wich theſe Strangers, took ta 
Or Wiſe F-Rentx, the daugh- | 4 20 
hy ter of Hengiſt, (his oon 79 

or- Wife living: ) and by his dotage 
hel on her, being a beautiful Lady, 
hel who knew to take the advantage 
ed lof his love, gave the Saxons thoſe 
I preſerments in the State, as the 
u. Brittons, neglected by him, ſoon 
n- became a prey unto them: This 
ſt Alliance, and the Fertility of the 
Land, letting in ſo many of this 
populous, and Warlikę Nation, 
hat ere Men ſcarce perceived 
d their danger, they were undone: 
And notwithſtanding the Com- 
bination of the Britiſh Nobility, 
ith the depoſing of Vortigern, and 
lecting King his Son Vortimer, a 


s Valiant Prince, who gave them 


H 3 | 1 | f | F | R 4 | 2 
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my ſtout — 1 * could 
they not il 2 Sax 
3 . but were 
forced to quit their Country, and il 
betake themſelves to remore fir 
Mounrains, and Deſerts, leaving 
All to the Invaders; Who after 
many — dividing the Land 
into ſeven — extingui | 
ſhed both the Religion, Language, ſie! 
and even the Name thereof. And in 
thisHeprarchy it continued, till Ep- 
bert, K. of theWeſt-Sazons, An. 828. 

beingthree hundred fifty years aſter li 
their, Entrance, ſubduing the other 
Kings, obtained the whole Domi- 
nion to himſelf ; And to raze out v 
the Memory of a Diviſion Cauſed iin 
| by an Edict thewhole Kingdome 
tobe called England, of the An- 


gles, a . , that poſſeſt the 
| middle 


J 


; [22.00 , f 
— 
j <8 ; 
by 
by 
kd 
4 DF 


* 
7 pe — — the — 5 
rn, bis-: Brother Harold 
and at a Banquet at Lambeth, ei- 
ther by Surſeit or Poiſon died inf 
the Second year of his Reign: 

| When ſtreight the People of the 
Land, by a ſudden and general 
— redeemed themſelves 
from that odious Yake of a FG 
reign Subjection, which was held 
to be the Third Diſſolution of this 
State. But I cannot fee, how it 
ſhould be ſo accounted, ſeeing that 
this Canutus, never altered the Go 
verntnent; but embraced the ſame 
Religion, maintained the Laws 
he found, and added many Con 
ſtitutiocds for the good of tha 
Kingdom. And to get into the 
1 affections, „ he marriec 
we Em 


8 0 2 


E ſoar . Wees King 
wm bebe, — daughter to Richard 
1 Duke of Normandy to whom ſor 
is better Wg, He had likes 
wiſe given his Siſter to Wiſe: 
And 2 the ſhort Time of the 


his two Sons ſeems not to have 
bred any great Alteration in the 
I ſtate of the Kingdome; but onelñ 
Jin the Change of the perſon oſthe 
prince, and Ache preſerment of lis 
Nation before ours; vvhich; Hy 
Areaſon of the long foregoing 
wars, were made ——_— f 
each Scherr o oi 291 
F/. Bur yer his gave 'the Cadſe 
nfl £6 chat great, and laſt Natation . 
bd of State, effected bytiie Norman. 
h For King Etbelbred, to male his 
- party good — che Invaſ * 
e 


* Government in the Succeſſion of © 


f ” 9 * 1 = 5 2 * 
2 ? F & 2 * FY " R \ Y 
JK 


the Bas — — 
| Richard Duke of Normandy, mar · 
3 Euma, and by, * 
England, incicled the Confofſr; who] 
with his Brother were * 
brought up out of the dangers 
of as Wars, and by the aſſiſtance 
of the Duke reconveyed over, af · 
ter the death af the "laſh Canutus; 
and here inveſtedin the Kingdom 
Oſfices of Kindaels| 
. preſerments Were in way 
of Gratification, beſtowed on che 
Normans ; as the Archbiſhoprick 
of Canterbury, and other e | 


a mannct lobende whos 
S ; = a 
efor Inv: ſion ollow- ( 

| King 


e IntroduHion. 4 ag 

cli ing Wh ac Walder Iſſue to in- 

Ferit, leſt the Succeſſion doubtſul, 
nor elſe by the _ -of times 
olmade it ſeem ſo. For Edgar ſur- 
o hamed Atbeling, ſonne of Edward 
teſthe Son of King Elmond Tonfide, | 
rs|had his Claim negleQed ; Either 
den reſpect ofhis Youth,” which yet 
Fas no _ o Right 2 or for 
ant of Means, and power to 
n. pppoſe againſt theambicion of o- 

bers; who ring ſwaied the For- 
une of the time, under an eaſie. 
Patured Prince, had Opportunity 
ough to work for themſelves : 
Although the Worthineſs of his 
randfather, ſhewed i in the De- 
znce of his Country, might feem 
a · O deſerve to have his inne re- 

Hembred in their Right. 
d | S 8. But che Earl Godwin, what 


in 


—_————— 

n reſpect, that King Edwari 
bad matched wich his Daughter, 
and what with bis own Grearneh 
and popularity, baving long 
na ack Ache State of the Kingdomel | 
ds the Aſcent eaſie for Haroll 
his Son to get up to the Crown ; 
and by Croſſing the right 
of — called up Geltrwel | 
on, and Miſery ,. both upon hi 
own Race, and the ; whole King ; 
dome, For though Harold had. 
ſhew of Title, as being the Sor 
Githaſifter o Of Thira , ſiſter to Can 
Swain. Pan. tus King of England; ye 
ſeeing all the Land had received an 
Oath upon the Maſſacre, and ex 
pulſion of. the Danes, never. t 
have any King of that Nation tit 
raign over them, it might ſeenſſco 
no lawful Vim. But yet the Fa de 
vou 
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your of the people, which both 
his perſon, and Valour had gotten, 
6 with the Neceſſity of che Time 
that required a Man of Spirit, and 
elf Courage, to undertake the bur» 
1M den of war, and the Trouble, 
J which the World ( theylaw ) was 
like to grow into, caſt it upon him, 
ti with hope to keep out the Miſery 
i of a foreign Subjection, and the 

off Inſolency of Strangers. 
8. But the whole Courſe of 
oll things being overcaſt and ſer for 
Storms, and Alteration, could 
e not by any providence of Men be 
al prevented. Though this new 
en King (vo is ſaid to . crowns 
ed bimnfelf ) uſed all che Means, 
that a wiſe, and valiant Prince 
ould do, both for the well or- 
gering of the State, and all pro- 
— viſt ions 


viſions for defence; yet the diſ- 
jointed Affections of Men, tend- 
ing to their private Ends, „and 
working ſeveral Wayes to get up 
to their Hopes, either leſt the Ship 
of the State, which contained thera 
all, to the mercy of the Waves, | 
and every Man caſt to ſave him: | . 
ſelf, where the greateſt likely-| 
hood of Maſtery appeared; or 
_ elſe diſtracted with the Terror of | 
the approaching Milchief, failed in | 
their Spirits, and courage to with- 
ſtand it; For the Diligence of 
Men becomes often daſht with 
their Fear in publick Tumults, te 
and with the very Cogitation of aft 
the Evil to come. 0 
§ 9. And the firſt, Man which N. 
began to afflict his new Govern · Nef 
ment, was his own younger it 
Brother, 


1 


4 
4 
C 


1 Toll 500 for Tuſtin. D 
a former conceived Ha- 
cred, was eaſily ſet on by the Duke 


ip of Normandy, and Baldwin Earle of 
ip Flanders, ( whole Daughter he 
Ui nl had married) to aſſail the Iſle of 


abe „and to prepare the Way 
for the great Aſter- work intend- 
a. And having done much 
iſcheif on the Coaſt of Rent, 
arold with a ſtrong Navy for- 
Fed bim to draw towards the 
North parts; where ſeeking to 
fl and, he was repulſed, by the 
4 Farls Morcar, and 2 and for- 
Ted to lock Aid of the Scots, and 

fl after of the King of Norway, 
hom he induced to invade this. 
h Kingdom wich great ſtore of 
ien, and Shipping. Theſe lan- 
er Wing at Tinmouth, and diſcomfit- 
r, 8 1 ing 


> 
4 5 


. 


4 3 
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ing their firſt Encounterers, mat. 
Fi into the heart of Englani 

without Reſiſtance. But being 
come near to Stamford, King Hu 
rold with a mighty army met 
them ; and after long Fight, with 
the L065 of much Bloud, and hi 
beſt Men, he finiſhed that Action 


with the Death of e che 


| King of Norway. 


10. But from hence was heli 


called with his wearied, and brok- 


en Forces to a more fatal Buſineſſ 
in the South. For now William 
Duke of Normandy , pretending a 
Right, to the Crown of England, 
both by the Teſtament of — lane | 
King Edward, and allo by Paren- 
rage ; upon the Advantage off 


the Time, and the Disfurniſh- 


ment of thoſe parts, Landed ati 


ng: ; 


The — — . 


nl Haſtings; Near to which Place was 
ng | Fought that bloudy Battle, where- 
I. in Harold Valianty Fighting amidſt 
ef bis Enemies, Ended his Life, 
th and Reign, which was ſcarce of 
none Year ; and the Engliſh, with 
the loſs of x00. Men, and the 
Flower of the Kingdom, became 
the miſerable Prey of che Nor- 
Vans. 

§ 11. But how ſo great a 
ptate as this, could be wich one 
Blow ſubdued by fo {mall a Pro- 
Vince in ſuch ſort, as it could ne- 
Fer after come to make any gene- 
al Head againſt the Conqueror, 
hay ſeem ſtrange , and conſide- 
Able: But the Circumſtances, 
4 Lich the Diſpoſition of that Time, 
$ may be Collected from the 
/riters, that lived near it, may 
CG 2 ſome· 


12 The Iutrodut tion. 
- ſomewhat, though not altoge - 
ther ſatisfy us in that point. Forſſſr 
they lay , the People of the King 
dom were (by their being ſecureſi r 
from their Foreign Enemies the] 
Danes, and their long Peace 
which had held in a manner from 
the Deach of Edmond Ironſide, the 
ſpace of fifty Years, ) grow ift 
en of Arms, and generalli 
debauched with Luxury and Idle 
neſſe; The Clergy licentiousſ 
and only Literatura tumultuaria con 
tenti, Schole , non vitæ diſcebantf 
faith Malmesbury; the Nobility 
given to Gluttony , Venery, and 
Oppreſſion; the Common ſont 
to — and all Diſorder 
And they ſay, that in the laſſ 
Action of Harold at Stamford, the 
brayeſt Men periſhed: And himſelf 


growing 
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growing inſolent after the Vidto- 
ry , retaining the Spoils without 
Diſtribution ro the Souldiers, 
made them diſcontent, and un- 


7 uly Or peradventure being not 
Finured to be Commanded by 


J Martial Diſcipline , they were of 


J themſelves unmanageable ; and 


that coming to the Battle of Ha- 


ſtings with many mercenary Men, 


and a diſcontented Army, there 
was not that Valour, and Reſo- 


lution ſhewed, as was meet in 


1 ſo important an Occaſion. Be- 
y ſides, the Normans had a peculiar | 
Militia, or Fight with Bowes 


3 


and Arrowes, wherein they 
were Excellently practiſed ; and 
Ithe Engliſh , Unacquainted with 
Ithat 


eapon, were altogether 


IJunprovided for that Defence. 
C4 And | 


4 8 


E 


. 
75 


Son of. Robert, Duke of Normandie, 
having gotten the Victory in the 


London: Where the Earls Edvin, | 
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And "RY they excuſe the ſhame 


of our Nation. 


THE 
RK ET N 


OF 


Anno L 


Y thele Advantages f | 
William, the bale} 


Battle near Haſtings, Marched | 


without any oppolition rowards | 


and Morcar Brothers of eminent 
Dignity, 


ne 


Dignity and Reſpect in the 
Kingdom, laboured with all 


| their Power in ſoliciting the Peos 


ple for the Conſervation of the 


state; And to have Eſtabliſhed 
Edgar Etheling, next of the Royal 
Iſſue in the Soveraignty, wheres. 
Y unto the reſt of the Nobility had 
J likewiſe conſented, had they not 


ſeen the Biſhops averſe, Was 


Jvering. And all Men gene- 
Jrally, tranſported with Fear, or 
Jcorrupted with new Hopes, run- 


es | 
ſe 
ie, 
ie | 
> d | 
Is | 
1, 


5 


ing from themſelves, and their 
endanger d Country, and ſtri- 
ving who ſhould be firſt to enter 
tain the preſent Fortune, ſought 
o preoccupate each other. For 


ſtreight upon his Approach to 


ondon the Gates was ſet all open; 
he Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
1 Stigand, 
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Stigand with other Biſhops, the| 
| Nobility, Magiſtrates, and People, | 
all yan 5 themſelves, and their | 
Obedience unto him; and he, re- 
turning plauſible Promiſes of his | 
furure Goverment, was within | 
a ſhort Time after Crowned at | 
Weſtminſter by Aldred Archbiſhop | 
of Vork; for that Stigand was not | 
held Canonically inveſted in chat | 
See, and yet was thought to have | 
been a principal Adherent to this 
Enterpriſe. ; 
$13. Here (according to the | 
accuſtomed Form) in his Coro- | 
nation, the Biſhops and Barons | 
of the Realm took their Oath to | 
be his true and Loyal Subjects; 
and he reciprocally being requi- 
red thereunto by the ow Hye at 
of ok made his perſonal Oath 
| before 
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beſore the Altar of Saint Peter to 
defend the holy Church of God 
Ir and the Rectors of the ſame ; to 
e- ¶ govern the univerſal people ſub- 
1s F ject unto him juſtly ; with care 
in to eſtabliſh equal Laws, for the 
t preſervation of Juſtice, and up- 
p right Judgment to be uſed a- 
*t Ymongſt them; and taking Ho- 
I ſtages for his more Security, and 
Order for the Defence, and Go- 
13 ¶ vernment of his Kingdome. 
814. At the opening of the 
e Spring then next following he re- 
5- turns into Normandy ; ſo to ſettle 
15 his Affairs there, as they might 
o not diſtra&t him from his Bu- 
3 ſineſs in England, which required 
i- his whole powers. And to leave 
all ſure behind him, he commit- 
h ted the Rule of the * 
e| his 


28 ne Rege, 
his Abſerice to Odo, Biſhop of Ba). 
eux, his half-Brother by the Vie. 
chersf de, and to his cgzen Fitz* | 
Oſborn, whom he had made Fal 
of Hereford: taking with him the 
chieſeſt Men, Natives, of the 
State, who were likelieſt to be 
Heads to a Revolt; as the Arch- | 
Biſhop Stigand lately diſcontented, | 
Edgar Atheling a Titular, Edwin and 
Morcar, with many other Biſhops 
and Noblemen. In his Abſence, 
which was all that whole Sum- 
mer, nothing was here attempt | 
ed againſt him, but only that Edric, | 
ſurnamed the Forreſter, in the 
County of Hereford, called in the 
Kings of the Welch to his Aid, 
and Forraged onely the remote | 
Boders of that Country. The reſt | 
of the Kingdome ſtood quiet, ex- 


a 
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pecting what would become of 
that new World; wherein, as 
yet, they found no great Alterati- 


on, their Lawes and Liberties re- 
maining ſtill the ſame, they did, 
and might hope by this Acceſ- 
ſion of a new Province, the 
State of England would be inlarged 
in Dominion abroad, and not im- 
J paired in profit at home; by rea- 
ſon the Nation was but ſmall, and 


be ing a plentifull, and not over- 


I peopled Country they were not 


likely to impeſter them. 
815. The King now grown to 


Fhis power, ſoon ſettled his Eſtate 
In Normandy, which in his Youth 
He had alwayes found turbulent 
Frichia, and overhardly neigh- 
Poured abroad, and ſecured him 


Pf that ſide of the World ; where- 
2 5 in 


30 N 
in he was much advantaged by the | 
Time. For Philip the firſt, thenſ 
King of France, was a Child; | 
who worker would never haveſl I 
ſuffered the Normans, being ſo 
ſtubborn, and little affectionate 
to that Crown, to have growny 
to ſuch Greatneſs; and beſides, ii 
was under the Curature of Baude-l 
vin Earl of Flanders, ( his Uncle 
by the Mother, ) whoſe Daugh - 
ter King Muliam of England had to 
voiſe, which Alliance indeed 
gave him the greateſt Means to 
his Conqueſt. Beſides, ha had 
made the Pope moſt ſure untoj 
him; by promiſing if hee ſubdued] 
this Kingdome, to hold it of th 
Church; for which Alexander ap! 
pon his enterprize ſent him a Ban 
ner, and a Hair of Saint Peter. He 


heldf 
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held ſtrict Amity alſo with the 
Princes of France, that bordered 


Affairs; as with the Earls of Anjou, 
¶ Poictou, Main, Ponthien, Bologne, 
and others; to every one of whom 
he had promiſed Lands in England 
pon their Aids lent him. And 
o keep fair with the State of 


do- 
himſelf to their King to hold this 
oKingdome from him, and to do 
im homage for the ſame ; 
Jvhich means he ſo ſtrongly under. 
et himſelf as made his Fortune 
ntoſſuch as it was. 
ned & 16.And now having diſpoſed 
theſis Affairs in Normandy ; he re- 
upÞrns cowards Winter into Exe 
Ban and; Where he was to ſatisfie 
ree ſorts of men. Firſt the 2 
_ 


nelq 


upon him, and might interrupt his 


cle France in general, he ingaged 


# . 


cial Adventurers in the Action;Se. 
condly thole of his own People 
whoſeMerits or Nearnels deſerved 
Recompence ; whereof the Num. 
ber being ſo great, many muſt 
have their Expectations Fed, 
though not ſatisficd; Thirdly 
the People of this Kingdom, bl 
whom he muſt now ſubſiſt. For 
being not able with his ownſ 
Nation fo to People the ſame, | 
as to defend it, if he ſhould 
proceed to a general Extirpationſ 
of the Natural Inhabitants, he: 
was likewiie to give them Sate 
faction: Wherein he had more 
to do than in his Battle at Haſtings | 
ſeeing all Remunerations with! 
diſcharge of Monies muſt beſt 
raiſed eur of the Stock ofthe King Wi 


__ ( which could not be plea- 
bine 


: 
EY 
IM 


ſing to the State in 2 0 ) And 

all Preſerments, and Dignities 

conferred on his, muſt be either 
| by Vacancies, or diſplacing 
others; which needs muſt i breed 
very feeling Grievances in parti- 
cular. And yet we find no great 
Men thruſt out of their Rooms, 
but ſuch as put themſelves out, 
by cheir Revolting aſter his E- 
| Rabliſhraen in the Crown. 
N 17. In the ſecond 3 
Vear of his Reign no Ex- 
J action was made to raiſe Trea- 
1s lure for theſe Satistactions: ſo that 
it ſeems he contented himſelf, and 
I bis, for the time, only with what 
he n here ready ; and with 
filling up, their Places, who were 
Wain in theſe two laſt Battles, or 
fled, (as many were) out of the 
| = King 


. | William the Fi | : 3 N 
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Kingdom with the Sons of Harald. 
Bur Te En liſh Nobility, incom- 
patible of theſe new Concurrents; if 
found notwithſtanding a Diſpro-( / 
portion of Grace, and a darkningff 
of their Dignities by the Interpo-ji 
ſition of ſo many, as muſt need 
leſſen their Light. And doubtingſi 
daily to be more impaired in Ho 
nour, and Eſtate, all the Chiefeſiiſ 

ofthem cohſpired, and fled ; ſom 
into Scotland, ſome into Denmark 1 
to try, if by Aid from abroad 
they might recover themſel ves j 
_ their Greatneſs again 2 

home. 4 
C 18. Amongſt theſe the CheilY/ 
eſt was Edgar elne , (Cinticle” 
Englands Darling , with here 2 

the Peoples Zeal to his Bloud; 
and wich him ( befides his Mothd 
! 


* 


K 
8 
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Agatha, and his two Siſters, Chri- 
Ine, and Margaret,) fled the Earls 
Edvin and Morcar, Marleſwin, 
Heremard, Goſpatric , and Siward, 
Hand ſhortly aſter Stigand, and 4 
Y ured, the two Arch- ſho ps, with 
A many other Noblemen, _ di- 
vers of the Clergy. Thoſe, 
ne that fled into Scotland, were all 
Holpitably received of King Mal- 
com; whom 1 it concerned to look 
Ito his own, his Neighbour's 
Houle being thes on Fire ; and 
Ito ſuccour a Party againſt ſo dan- 
Igerous an Incommer : Which 
Itnade him not only to entertain 
i| them, but to enter League with 
* chem for the Publick ſatery. And 
o to combine himſelf 3 more 
1 firmly, he Married Margaret, the 
a Pie of Edgar, by whom the 
f D 2 , Bloud 


e | | TT ? 


Bloud of our antient Saxon King 

was conjoyned with the Norma 
in Henry the Second, and ſo be. 
came Engliſh again. 

S 19. Theſe Noblemen, wic 
the Aid of the Scots, and 
Danes, in the third year 

of chis King's Reign raiſed greal 
Commotions in che North be 
yond HFumber, and wrought very ui 
liantly themſelves to recover theiſh 
Toft Country. But now it being 
too late, and the Occaſion no 
taken, before the ſettling of the 1 
_ Coverninae” whileſt it was neuf 
and brandling , they prevaileſh 
nothing, but gave Advantage il 
the Conqueror to make himlſcl 
more then he was, for all Conf ö 
ſpiracies of Subjects, that ſucceeſſ 
not, advance the Soveraignty ö 
Ani 


Anno 
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ll And nothing gave Root to the 
an Normans planting here more, then 
e the petty Revolts made by ſcatte- 
red Troops in ſeveral parts, begun 
th without Order, and weakly 
nol ſeconded without Reſolution; 
ea whereas nothing could be done 
en for the general Recovery, but 
be by the general riſi ing of the People, 
which ſeldom we lee to happen. 
And for this the new King had 
taken good Order : Firſt by 
Piſarming them z then by [= 
tebidding them Aſſemblies, LE all 
-WYecret Intercourſe upon heavy Pe- 
Halties; that every Man at the 
Floſing of the Day, by the Warn- 
Ing * a Bell, ſhould cover his 
Fire, and go to bed; by making 
I bem to be bound Pledges one for 
Fnother, to anſwer for their O- 
D.z +;  bedience 


1 


18 


though they did, as they might 


his Power, with well practifed, 


The Reign of 
bedience and Loyalty; by bull. 
ding divers Fortreſſes in ſeveral 
5 7 of the Kingdom, to awe 


the Country, and to hold them 


in, with many ſuch like provi: 
ſions. 
S 20. So that theſe Lord; 


hold bim doing in] the North, 
and imbroil chene in an 
unſucceſsful Buſineſſe, yet heſÞp 
having all the Souch ſercled under 


and prepared Forces, could not 
but needs tire and conſume them 
in the end ; and in the mean 
Time inveſt the Normans in thei 
Rooms, and poſſeſſions, forte 
ted by this Attempt: As the 
Earldom, and all the Land 
wach Elvin held in Torf ſbin 


were ; 


were given to * Earl of 
Brittain, his Nephew ; the Arch- 
biſhoprick of Canterbury, conferred 
on 2 an Italian; That of 
York on Thomas, his Chaplain, 
a Norman; and all the telt boch 
of the Clergy, and others, which 
fled, and were out, had likewiſe 
their Places ſupplied by Nor- 
n ans. 
8 . And now the King 
* 2 the Commotion 
4 in the Weſt, where the Sons of 
Aarold had ded with Forces 
8 cout of Ireland, and Wales, and 
u alſo repreſt the Rebellion of 


. Oxford, x takes his Journy in 
: { Perſon Northward with all Ex- 
bpedition; leaſt the Enemy there 


ſhould grow too great in Heart, 
and Opinion, by the Defeat of 
A 

= | 2 4 his 
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his Liecnehiane with 7 00 Normans 
at Durham, and the great Slaugh · 
ter of his People made at Dori. 
Where, at his firſt coming, he] 
fo wrought, as he corrupted the] 
Generals of the Danes with Mony, 
and ſent them well contented 
away; and then ſet upon the Ar- 
my of the Earls, weakened both 
in Strength and Hope, by this 
Departure of their Confederates, 
and put them to Flight: Which || 
done, he utterly waſted, and laid] 
deſolate all that noodly Country, 1 
between York and Durham, the | 
ſpace of Sixty Miles, that it might 3 


be no more a Succour to the Re- 


volter. ' And the like Courſe he 8 
uſed on all the Coafts , where 
any certain Landings were known, | 
thereby to prevent Invaſi ions; and 


ſo | 


2. 
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ſo returned to Londen : where he 
ſeized into his Hands all the Plate, 
Jewels, and "Treaſure within all 
che Manaſteries of England; pre- 

tending that the Rebels, and 

their Aſſiſters, had conveyed their 

Riches into thele Religious 

Houſes, as into Places Priviledg- 

ed, and free from Seizure, to 
is þ defraud him of it. 

[F 22. Moſt of the Lack 
After this great Defeat in the 
North, came in upon Publick 


y, Faith given them, and were con- 


Hucted to Barkamſtead by the Ab- 
Pot Frederick. Where ſome write, 
That the King again took a per- 


e onal Oath before the Archbi- 


hop Lanfranc, and the Lords, to 
— the Antient Laws of the 


dealm Eſtabliſhed by his Noble 
Pre- 
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Predeceſſors, the Kings of England; 
and eſpecially hos 1 Saint 
Edward : 20m al the Lords, upon 
their Oath, and ſubmiſſion, — 
then reconciled unto him, and 
thereupon held themſelves quiet 
for a Time. But whether it 
were, that they found not their 
Entertainment ſuch , as they er- 
pected; or that they had recei- 
ved Intelligence of new Ho 
from abroad; or that Edgar, who 
was (till in Scotland, had (ollicited 
them upon Promiſe of freſh Suc- 
cours to aid him; or howloeyer Þ 
it was; many of them again 
Conſpired, contrary to their Oaths, 


and went out. The Earl Edwin, 
maki ng towards Scotland, was 
Murthered by his own People by 
the way. The Earls Merce 


and 


and Hereward, betook them te the 
Iſle of Ey; meaning to make 
good that Place for that W nter; 
whither alſo came the Earl 


Siward, and the Biſhop of Dur- 


ham out of Scotland, But the 


| King, who was no Time giver 
| to growing Dangers , beſet all 


the Ifle with flat Boats on the 
Eaſt, and made a Bridge of a 


| Mile long on the Weſt, and fa- 
fely brought in his People upon 
the Enemy; who ſeeing them 


3 


ſelves ſurpriſed, yielded them all 
to the King's Mercy; Except He- 
reward, (a man of great Valout 


1 and Courage) who with his 


Souldiers made a Retreat through 


the Fenns, and Eſcaped into Scot- 


land. The Reſt were ſent to di- 
vers Priſons, where they died, 


4 WKE 
or remayned * the King 


Life. 
23- Wie find, that thoſe 


Lords, Who remained Lo yal 
upon their laſt Submiſſion , were 
all imployed, and well graced | 
by the King: As Edric the For- 
reſter, — was the firſt Revoltet Þ 
in his Reign, was held in eſpe- 
cial Favour, and Truſt near about 
him ; Goſputric was made Earl off 
Northumberland, and ſent againſt 8 
Malcolm, who in this time " : 
Advantage ro ſubdue the Coun- || 
tries of Tiſdall, Cleveland, and] 
Cumberland. Waltheof , the Son] 
of the Earl Siward, he ſo highly} 2 
Eſtemeed, as he Married him to] 
his Niece Judith ; Though be. 
were a Principal Actor in this 


laſt Commotion , N in the De- 
ſence 
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fence of the City of-Jork af gainſt 
him, and is aid, to have leck 
en off the Heads of divers Normans 
one by one, as they entred upon 
a Breach , to the great Admira- 
tion of all Men: By which Va- 
lour of his, he ranſomed the Of- 
ſence he had made, and grew to 
that great Grace with the King; 

who therein ſhewed a Noble, 
and Magnanimous Nature, to 
J honour Vertue even in his Ene- 
mies. 
5814. And now chere reſted no- 
ching, * the general Quieting of 
the Kingdom, but only the Sup- 


Þ preſſion of Malcolm King of Scots, 


¶ the greateſt Kindlefire of all 
I theſe Cas ctes in the North 


s parts, and the only Refuge for 
he all „ that were diſcontented and 


——  mutinous 


as be Rea 
mutinous in thisState Againſt him 
the King led ſuch mighty Forces, 
wag — and Land, as Mal. 
colm rather then to adventure 
Battle, was content to make his 
Peace; and not only to give up 
Hoſtages for ſecuring the ſame, 
but * to do him Hom age for 
the Kingdom of Scotland. Andi } 
"al his Home-Wars were 
. ended Regni Anno 6. Sa. 
ving 3 in Amo 15. he levied 
a Puiſſant Army, and ſubdued 
Wales ; which Bulinek held him 
not long. For the Reſt of hi 
Government here, he had no 
more to do here with the Sword 
though he had it always abroalſ 
during his whole Reign. + 
§ 25. Now for the Doubſ 1 
he might have of the . Med | 


Banquetting, and Jollity, the 
1 Er 2 
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of the Kingdom, who by Power, 
or Love were apteſt to diſturb his 
Government, it was in this ſort 
taken away. Firſt by the Sub- 

| miſſion of Edgar Atheling, 
who Anno 7. was reſto» Anno 7. 


red into Grace, and had a fair 


Maintenance, which held him 


ever after quiet : Then by thoſe, 
whom the Priſons kept from At- 
tempting any more: 
{ ly by the Revealing of a new 
Conſpiracy, 
g Marriage, 
aber Earl of Norfolk, , 
and Suffolk, and his 
new Kinſwoman, the and eſpecial Coun- 
"© Siſter of 
Voung Earl of Hereford : At 
7 Which Solemnization 


And laſt- 


contrived at 2 


between Ralph de 


Roger Firz-Os- 
born the Son of 
William, Cmfin 


ce thy to the King. 


Roger, the 


in their 


two Earls Normans, with Wl 
theof , and divers Engliſh, Plotted 
to call in the Danes again, and 
to make away the King: Upon 
which Diſcovery; they were all 
apprehended (except the Earl 
of Norfolk, who fled the Land;) 
and died ſome in Priſon, and 
ſome on the Scaffold. 
F 26. The Danes being on 
the Coaſts with 200 Sail, hear 
ing how their Confederates had 
ſped, and the great Preparations 
the King had made, after ſome 
ſpoils taken on the Coaſt of 
England, and Flanders, returned 
home, and never after infeſted 
this Kingdom. Though in Anm 
20 of this King, there was 2 
great Rumour of their freſh Pre- 
parations for a new Invaſion; 
which 


Voilliam the Hyſt. 49 
which made him entertain a great 
number of Frenchmen , belides 

| Normans, which he broughe 
into England about Harveſt, and 
held the moſt part of them all 
| che Winter to the great Charge 

) of the Kingdom. Bur it came 
df to nothing; For the Wind held 
| fo long againſt the Daniſh Navy, 
n U conſiſticig of about 1000 Sail, as 
it overthrew tlieir intended A- 
d ction, and freed both the King, 
sand his Succeſſors from furura 
ne Fears that way for ever after. 

ol § 27 The Forein Wars he 
ed had, were all about his Domi⸗ 
ed nions in France, and raiſed by 


* — — 2 . 12 4 * 4 * 


m his own Son Robert, whom he had 
2 left his Leiutenant Governour of 
re · the Dutchy of Normandy, and the 


County of Maine, Where, by his 
" wm 


44 
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Fathers Abſence, taſteing tbe 
* Glory of Command, he grew to 
aſſume into his own Power the 


Soveraign Rule of the Province; 
cauſed the Barons there to do 
him Homage, as Duke, not as 
Leiutenant ; and pur himſelf 
wholly under the Protection of 
the King of France; who was not 
2 little pleafed , to apprehend ſo 
good an Occaſion, to foſter a 
Diviſion, in the Houſe of ſo great 
and near a Neighbour; who was 
now grown fearful, and dan- 


gerous, to all the Princes about 


him; and therefore ſpared for uo 
Coſt to ſet forward this Work. 
The King, underſtanding the 


Fire thus Kindled in his own 


Houle , whileſt he laboured to 
quench that himſelf had made in 
- Others ; 
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Others; haſts with his Forces into 
» B Normandy, to have ſurpriſed his 
e | Son. Who, advertiſed of his 
| Coming, furniſhed with 2000. 
o Men at Arms, by the King of 
; © France, put himſelf in Ambuſh, 
where his Father ſhould: paſs, and 
ſet upon him ſo Fiercely,ashe De- 
ſeited moſt of his People, and in 
the Preſs happened co encounter 
a wich himafelf ; whom he unhor- 
ſed, and wounded in the Arms 
as with his Lance. But perceiving 
| by bis Voice ic was his Father, he 
haſted co life him up again to his 
Horſe, craving moſt humble 
Pardon for his Offence , which 
| the King ſeeing in what Caſe he 
| was, eaſily granted, and received 
him into Grace, with whom, 
and with his Son Milliam, ( who 
=+*+ 
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vas likewiſe hurt in the Skirmiſh) 
he rerired to Roan, and after 
being there cured of his Hurt, 
returned again into England. 
§ 28. Where he was no ſoon- 
er arrived, but he heard, that his 
Son was again Revolted, Treated 
the Normans ill, and renounced 
his Father's Soveraignty over 
that Province; which cauſed his 
little Stay in England for that time, 
but only to prepare for his Retum 
into Normandy. Whither paſſing, 
he was by Tempeſt driven, ou 
the Coaſt of Spam ; and there hᷣ | 
ſaid to have Fought in Battle * 
. againſt the Sarafus. Afterward; 
arriving at Bourdeauz , his Son 
Robert came, and ſubmitted him: 
ſelf the ſecond time; whom now 
he took with him into England, ro 
frameÞ 


again, 


Son, that he grew ſo far into Cho- 
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frame him to a better Obedience, 
by imploying him herefor a Sea- 
ſon ; and then ſent him back 
with his Youngeſt Son 
Harry, ( whom hemore truſted ) 
into Normandy ; where he held 
himſelf quiet a while, and gave 


his Father ſome {mall Breathing 


time to diſpoſe of the Affairs of 
this Kingdom. 
§ 29. But it was not long, 


ere new Occaſions of greater 


Troubles grew up: which took 
by this means. The two Prin- 


ces, Robert, and Henry, went to 


Viſit and ſalute the King of France 
at Couflans 3 Where being feaſted 
certain Days, upon an Aﬀter- 
dinner, Henry wan ſo much at 
Cheſs of Louis the King's eldeſt 


E 3 ler, 


34 mee Reza ef 
ler, as he called him the Son of a 
Baſtard, and threw the Cheſs in 
his Face. Henry takes up the Cheſs- 
board, and ſtrook — with 
that Force, as he drew Bloud, 
and had killed him, had it not 
been for his Brother Robert, who 
came in in the mean time, and 
interpoſed himſelf; whereupon 
they ſuddainely ook Horſe, and 
with much 'a do ſaved cherglel 
ves at Pontoiſe ſrom the Kings 
People, that purſued them. 

§ 30. This Quarrel ariſing 
upon the intermeeting of theſe 
Princes, (which is a thing, that ſel- 
dom breeds good Bloud amongſt 
them) reinkindled a Heat 0 
more Rancor in the Fathers, and 
ler a mighty Fire between the 
two Kingdoms; which * 

| © dhe 
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the firſt: War, the Engliſh, and 
French had a togeher 3 whereupon | 


followed many others. For pre- 
ſently the King of France com- 


plots again with Robert, enters into 
Normandy, and takes the City of 


Vernon. The King of England in- 


vades France, {ubdues the Coun- 


trey on Xaintoign, and Poitou, 


and returns to Roan ; Where the 


third time his Son Robert is recon- 
ciled unto him;which much diſap- 


pointeth, and vexeth the King of 


France. Who hereupon Sum- 
mons the King of Englund, to come 
and do him Homage ſor the 
| Kingdom of England : Which he 


refuſed to do; ſaying , that he 
held it of none, but of God, and 
his Sword: But yet offering to 


do him Homage, for the Dutchy 


E 4 1 


1 Wh 
1 6 . 


of Normandy 


their Fruits, and came even be- 


„ 

„F it would not ſatis: 
ſie the King of France; who was 
willing to make any Occaſion 


the Motive to ſet upon him: And 


again he invaded his Territories; 
but with more loſs than Profit. 
In the End they conclude a little 


unperfect Peace together; which 
held no longer, than King 
William had recovered a Sicknels, 


whereinto by Reaſon of his 
Years, Travel, and Fatneſs, 
he was lately fallen. At which 
Time the King of France, (then 


Young , and Luſty) jeſting at 


his great Belly, whereof he ſaid 
he lay in at Roan ; ſo irritated 
him, as being recovered, he ga- 
thered all his Forces, entred into 
France, in the Chiefeſt Time of 


fore 


& |.  boins beau Cy 2 — — 


wy 


Ke 1 
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fore Paris; ſpoiling, and burning 
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all in his way : Where with Heat 
and Toil, he fell into «Raps, 
returned to Wan, and 
there made an End, 


Anno 20. 


of his Wars, and Life, after he: 


had held this Kingdom twenty 
years and ten Months. 

F 31. Now concerning his 
Government in Peace , and the 
Courle he held in Eſtabliſhing 
the Kingdom thus gotten; Giſt 


he examines the Engliſh Laws, 


which were then compoſed of 
Merchenlage , Danelage, and Weſt- 
ſaxlage: Whereof ſome he abro- 


gated, and ſome allowed, ad- 


ding other of Normandy ; elpecial- 
ly ws as made for the Preſer- 
vation of the Peace , Which moſt 


imported him to look unto: And + 
thele 


T—_—Q 
theſe Laws. thus reformed he 
| cauſed to be all Tranſlated, and 

and Written into the Norman 

Tongue; hereby to draw the 

People of the Kingdom, to learn 

that Language for their own 
Need, that the two Natidns 

might the better grow together 

and become one; ſeeing a dil. 

ference of Speech would continue 

a difference of Affections. Whe- 

rein he attained not his Deſire; 

nor ever was it in the Power of any 

Conquerour ſo to do, without 
the univerſal Extirpation of the 

Land- bred People: Who being lo 

far in number (as they were) 

above the Invaders, both carry 
the main of the Language, and 
alſo in few Years, make them to 

* become theirs, that ſubdued 
them 


them. But yet upa n thee Laws 
thus Eſtabliſned by ſo prudent a 
prince, this free, and Fierce Nation, 
was ſo well heid in Peace, and 
Obedience, as his Succeſſors, with 
ſome Abattonenr of Rigour, and 
Prerogative, have ever ſince con- 
tinued a moſt Glorious Sove- 
raignty over the ſame. 
F 32. And for that he would 
be well, and certainly ſupplied 


with Treaſure, which his great 


Wars and Entertainments requi- 


red, he took a mioſt provident 


Courle for reforming the Fiſque or 
Exchequer, and the ordering, 
and raiſing of his Revenues ; 
Endeavouring to make,and know 
the utmoſt of his Eſtate. And 
therefore he imployed a moſt diſ- 
creet Choice ol Men to ſurvey the 

whole 


Ly 
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whole Kingdom, and to tale the 
Particulars of his own, and every 
Man's Ability, the quantity, and 
nature of Lands, and Poſſeſſions, 
with the Diſcriptions, Bounds, and 
Diviſions of Shires, and Hundreds 
within the ſame. And this was 
drawn into one Book, and brought 
into his Ærarium, the Exchequer, 
(ſo called of the Table, whereat 
the Officers ſate; beſore termed 
the Talee ) and the ſame intitled 
Doomesday-Book. Liber Judiciarius, 
(faith Gervaſius) the Judgement 
Book, that was to decide all 
Doubrs concerning theſe Parti- 


culars. 

F 33. All the . and 
Chaſes throughout the Kingdom, 
he took into his proper Poſlel- 
ſi ion, and exempted them, from 

being 


* 
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being under any other Law, than 
his own Pleaſure, to ſerve as Pe- 
netralia Regnum, the withdrawing 
Chambers of Kings, to recreate 
chem after their ſerious Labours 
in the State; where none might 
preſume, to have to do, and 
where all Puniſhments, and Par- 


dons of Delinquents were to be 


Diſpoled by himſelf abſolutely, 


and the former Cuſtomes abro- 


gated. And to make his Com- 


mand the more, he encreaſed the 
Number of them in all parts of 


the Land; and on the South- 


Coaſt diſpeopled the Country for 
above thirty Miles ſpace ; making 
of old inhabited Poſſeſſions a new = 
Forreſt ; Inflicting great Puniſh- 


ments for Hunting his Dear, 


whereby he much advanced his 


Reyeneue: 
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whole Kingdom, and to take the 
Particulars of his own, and every 
Man's Ability, the quantity, and 
nature of Lands, and Poſſeſſions, 
with the Diſcriptions, Bounds,and 
Diviſions of Shires, and Hundreds 
within the ſame. And this was 
drawn into oneBook,and brought 
into his Ararium, the Exchequer, 
( lo called of the Table, whereat 
the Officers fate; before termed 
the Talee) andthe ſame intitled 
Doomesday-Book. Liber Judiciarius, 
(faith Gervaſus ) the Judgement 
Book, that was to decide all 
Doubts concerning theſe Parti- 
culars. 

F 33. All the Forreſts, and 
Chaſes throughout the — 
he took into his proper Poſſeſ- 


ſion, and exempted them, from 
_— - being 


V 
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being under any other Law, than 
his own Pleaſure, to ſerve as Pe- 
netralia Regnum, the withdrawing 
Chambers of Kings, to recreate 
them after their ſerious Labours 
in the State 3 where none might 
preſume, to have to do, and 
where all Puniſhments, and Par- 
dons of Delinquents were to be 
Diſpoſed by himſelf abſolutely, 
and the former Cuſtomes abro- 

gated. And to make his Com- 
mand the more, he encreaſed the 
Number of them in all parts of 
the Land; and on the Southe 
Coaſt diſpeopled the Country for 
above thirty Miles ſpace ; making 
of old inhabited Poſſeſſions a new 
Forreſt ; Inflicting great Puniſh- 
ments for Hunting his Dear, 
whereby he much advanced his 
Neveneue: 


FR Teng 

Revemie: which was the greateſ} 
Act of Concuſſion, and Tiranny, 
he committed in his Government. 
And the ſame Courſe held almoſt 
every King near the -Conguelt, 
For Henry the firſt proceeded with 
ſuch Violence, as co make a Law, 
that if any Man killed the Kings 
Deerin his own Woods, he ſhould 
forfeit his Woods to the King, 
But King Stephen having need 
of the Peoples Favour repealed 
that Law. And in the End this 
Grievance, amongſt others, aſter 
much Bloodſhed in the Kingdom 
was allayed by the Charter of 
Forreſts, granted by: Henry HI, 
For other Poſſeſſions he permitted 
thoſe, which held them before 
his Coming, to continue them 
quietly in the ſame maner, and 
took 


took none, but from ſuch, as 
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after his Poſſeſſion of the Crown, 
Rebelled againſt him, or were 

ſlain in the Wars. 

8 34 He impoſed no new | 
Taxations on the State, and uſed i 
thoſe he found very moderately : | 
As Danegelt being a Tax raiſed by | 
the former Kings,of two Shillings | 
upon every Hide-Land, to main- 1 
tain the Wars againſt the Danes, 
he would not have it made an 1 


Annual payment, but only taken 


upon urgent Occaſion: 
And it was ſeldom ga- 
thered in his Time, or his Succeſ- 

lors. Scutagium, or Eſcuage, which 
was alſo then an Impoſition of 


| Gervaſms. 


Mony , upon every Knight's Fee 
( after wards only imployed forthe 
Service in Scotland) was never 

r 


3, 
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Levied, ** in Like .. ons, for 
Stipends, and Donatives to Soul 
diers. 

§ 35- Only one Exaction he 
he was forced ro raiſe, to cure a 
Miſchief ; which aroſe by hi; 
Means. In the begining of this] 
Reign, the Rancor ofthe Englipſ} 
— the New · come Norman 
was ſuch, as finding them ſingle in 
Woods, and remote Places, they 
ſecretly murthered them; and th 
Deed doers, for any the ſeverelt 
Courſes taken, could never bef} 
diſcovered. Whereupon it wa 
ordained, that the Hundred, whe-{' 
rein a Norman was found ſlain, and 
the Murther not taken, ſhould be 
condemned to pay the King, ſome 
thirty ſix pounds, and ſome twenty 
eight pounds, according to the 


Quantity 


1 Quantity of the Hundred. And 
J this was 55 to the End, the Pu- 
niſhment, being generally infli- 
cted, it might particularly deter 
them, and haſten the Diſcovery 
d |: of the MalefaQtor , by whom ſo 
| many muſt otherwiſe be intereſ- 
| ſed. This Mulct, and the ſeizing 
| into his Hands the Church Trea- 
in ſure before-noted, (though bot 
were done by the eſpecial com- 
| manding Warrant of Neceſſity) 
were much taken to heart in the 
Il | Kingdom, both by the Clergy, 
er Common People. 
SF 36. And yer otherwiſe was 
he to both very gratious, and be- 
| neficial. For upon petition made 
| unto him, he relieved the Op- 
| preſſion of ſuch as were Tenants 
at will of their Lords, which were 
F a 
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a very great Number, and be- 
gan after this manner. All 
thoſe, who were diſcovered to 
have had a Hand in any Rebel - 
lion, and were pardoned, only 
to injoy the Benefit of Life , ha- 
ving all their Lively - hood taken 
from them, became Vaſſails unto 
thoſe Lords, to whom the Poſſeſ- 
ſions were given of all ſuch Lands, 
as were forfeired by Attainders. 
. And if by their diligent Service 
they could attain any Portion of 
| Ground, they held it, but only to 
long, as it pleaſed their Lords, 
without having any Eſtate for 
themſelves, or their Children ; 
and were oftentimes miſerably 
caſt out upon the ſudden, contta- 
TY to Promiſe , upon any (mall 
Diſpleaſure. Wherevpon it was 


ordained, 


_— 7 1 1 + 
* . 
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" | ordained, that whatſoever they 
bad obtained of their Lords by 
any obſeguious Service, or 
agreed for upon any Lawful 
Pact, they ſhould hold by an 
inviolable Law during their own 
Lives. 978 1 
§ 37. And for the Clergy 
other than in this one Act, he 
maintained all their Immunities, 
and Priviledges, and they grew 
very much under him. But this 
(it ſeems) was the Cauſe, that 
made them ſo much disfigure his 
Worthineſs, and leave his Memos 
or ry in ſo black Colours to Poſteri- 
1 ty, as they did, in delineating his 
ly Tyranny, Rigor, and Oppreſſion; 
ra when the Nature, and Neceſſary 
all Diſpoſition of his Affairs do much 
excuſe him therein; and ſhew 
ed, 3 that 
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that he was, a Prince of a moſt 
active Virtue; whoſe Abilities of 
Nature were equal to his Under- 
takings of Fortune, as preordai- 
ned for ſo great a Work. And 
though he might have ſome Ad- 
vantage of the Time, wherein we 
often ſee Men prevail more by the 
Imbecilities of others, than their 
own Worth: Vet let thoſe Times 
be well examined, his Strength 
and Eminency (if we take his 
juſt Nieaſure,) where of an 
exceeding Proportion. Neither 
wanted he thoſe Encounters and 
Concurrences of ſufficient able 
Princes , his Neighbours, to put 
him to the Trial thereof; having 
on one ſide the French to grapple 
withal, on the other the Dane, far 
mightier in People, and pee 
than 


than himſelſ, ſtrongly ſided in the 
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Kingdom, as greedy to recover 
their former Footing here, as 


ever, and as well, or better pre- 


pared. 

§ 38. But this name of Con- 
queſt (which ever imports Vio- 
lience, and Miſery) is of ſo harſh 
a ſound, and fo odious in nature, 
as a people ſubdued ſeldom gives 
the Conquerour his due, tho' 
never ſo worthy : And eſpecial- 


* 2 


ly to a Stranger, whom only 


time muſt naturalize, and let in 
by degrees into their Liking 
and good Opinion: Wherein 


allo this King was greatly advan- 
raged by reaſon of his twenty years 


Government, which had much 
impaired the Memcry of former 
Cultoms in che younger ſort, and 
5 4 well 


well inured the elder to the preſent 
Uſances and Form of State: Whe- 
reby the Rule was made more 
eaſy to his Sons, who tho they 
were far inferiour to him in 
Worth, were a little better be- 
loved then he; and the rather for 
that they were content ſomewhat 
to unwreſt the Sovereignty from 
the Height, whereunto he had 
ſtrained it; which brought the 
State to a better proportion of 
Harmony. 1 

§ 19. Of "ig who, were 
the eſpecial Men of Employment 
in his Reign, time has ſhut us 
out from the Lee ledge of many; 
ic being in the Fortune of Kings, 
to have the Names, and Memory 
of their C ounſel'ors ( like Rivers 
in the Ocean) Buried in their 
5 Glory. | 
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Glory. Vet theſe we find principal- 
ly mentioned in Stories. Firſt, Wil- 


liam Fitz; Oſborne Earl of Hereford, 


the eſpecial Mover and Counſel- 
lor of this Voiage of England ; 
reported alſo to have 3 — for- 
ty Ships at his own Charge forthe 

— Odo Biſhop — Bayeur, 


and Earl of Kent, Cs his 


Viceroy in England; and ſeems 
alſo to have managed the Finan- 


ces; but of ſuch exceſſive Ayari- 


ce, that he gathered ſo much 
Treaſure, as he went about to 


buy the Papacy; and attempting 


to go to Rome about the ſame, 


the King ſtaid him at Home in 


a fair Priſon : and exculed the 
matter (upon Exclamation made) 


in this ſort, that he only Impri- 


loned the Earl of Kent, not 1 
* d | Biſhop 
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Biſhop of Bayeux. Beſide he had 
Lanfranc, a Man of univerſal 
Learning, and an excellent 
Lawyer, Born in Lumbardy, who 
peradventure might introduce 
ſomething of the Conſtitutions of 
that Province, to the making up 
our Laws, which in many things 
ſeem to participate with theirs. 
And no doubt he had many 


others elſe: For being of a ſtrong 


Conſtitution of Judgment, he 
could not but be ſtrongly furnis 


ſhed in that kind; leeing ever 
weak Princes, have weak Sides; 


and our moſt renowed Kings have 
been beſt underſet with Counſel, 
and happily ſerved with the 
ableſt Officers. 

$ 40. He had a fair iſſue by 


Maud his Wife ; Four Sons, and 
Five 


Larle of Blogs, who likewiſe be- 


_ William the Firſt. : 7 2 
Five Daughters. To Robert his 


Eldeſt Son he left the Dutchy 


of Normandy ; to William the Kings 
dom of England ; and to Henry 
his Treaſure , with an Annual 
Penſion of 8000. pounds to be 
paid him by his two Brothers. 
Richard, that was his Second Son, 
Died in his Youth, of a ſurfeit 
taken by Hunting inthe New For- 
reſt, and began the fatal Misfor- 


tune, that followed, of that 


place, by the Death of King 
William the Second, there {lain 
with an Arrow ; and of Richard 
the Son of Robert Duke of Nor- 
mandy, that brake his Neck. His 
eldeſt Daughter Cicilia, became a 
Nun. Conſtance Married to the 
Earl of Britain ; Adela to Stephen, 


came 
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came a Nun in her Age : ſuch 
was their great Devotion, and ſo 
much were theſe Solitary Retire- 
ments affected in thoſe times, by 
the greateſt Ladies. Another was 
Affianced to Alfonſus King o 
Galicia; who with the other Si- 
ſter promiſed to Harold, Diec 
| before Marriage. 3 
41. What he was in theſſe 
Circle of himſelf, in his own con 4 
tinent, we find him of an evenJC 
or middle Stature, comely Per in 
ſonage, of good preſence, Riding 
Sitting, or Standing, till his Corpuſpb 
lency gathering upon him in hiFhc 
latter Age, made him ſomewhagJin 
unwieldy ; of ſo ſtrong a Conſtiffr 
tution , that he was never SicklyFzr 
till a few Months before big 
Death; His Strength ſuch, as ſeuſſo 
. 8 Me 
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ch Men could draw his Bow ; and 
ſoll being about Fifty One of his 
re: Age, when he ſubdued this 
by Kingdom, it ſeems by his conti- 
vasnual Actions, he felt not the 
off We:ght of Years upon him, till 
i-Mhis laſt Year. i 24 
42. His Mind was no leſs 


ee it the faireſt drawn in his 
Actions; wherein his Mercy and 


renfiClemency (the brighteſt Stars 


excellently compoſed, and we 


ber n the Sphere of Majeſty) appea - = 


ingFed (next to his great Devotion) 
rpuſpbove all his other Virtues, by 
 highe often pardoning, and recei- 


chalf ing into Grace thoſe , who had 


nſtiÞbrfeired their Loyalty, and moſt 
klyYngeroully Rebelled againſt 
. hifim : Seeming to hold Submil- 
ſeuſon ſatisfactory for the greateſt 
. Oſſence; 
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Offence; and that he ſought te 
extinguiſn Mens Eenterpriſes, bu 
not themſelves. For we find, bu 
one great Nobleman executed i 
all his Reign; and that was th 
Earl Waltheof , who had twic 
falſified his Faith before : An 
thoſe, whom he had held Pri 
ſoners in Normandy, as the Ear 
Morcar, and Siward, with Wael 
nothus, the Brother of Harol 
and divers others, upon Co 
paſſion of their Endurance, 
releaſed, a little b.fore h 
Mech. 
§ 43. Beſides he was as |: 
from Suſpicion as from Cowa 
dize ; 3 of that Confidence 
(an eſ. ſpecial Note of his Magna 
mity) has. he gave Edgar, b 
Competitor | in the Crown, t 


Liber 


j 


Liberty of this Court; and upon 
his ſuit, ſent him well furni- * 
ſhed to the Holy War; where 
he ſo Nobly behaved. himſelf, 
as he attained to great Eſtimati- 
on with the Emperours of Greece, 
and Almain: Which might have 
been held dangerous in reſpect 
of his Alliances that way, being 
Grand- Child to Henry the third 
Emperour. But theſe may be 
as well Virtues of the Time, as 
of Men; and ſo the Age muſt 
have part of this Commendation. 
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